Debra Whitford, Director

Supplemental Food Programs, FNS/USDA

3101 Park Center Drive, Room 528

Alexandria, VA 22302

RE: Docket ID Number 2006-0037, WIC Food Packages Interim Rule 

Dear Ms Whitford: 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the WIC Food Packages Interim Rule. 

I am writing in support of the new WIC food package, which has:

· improved the health and nutritional quality of the foods in the program; 

· expanded cultural food options; 

· increased participants’ choices; and

· provided access to nutritious culturally appropriate foods in neighborhood grocery stores serving WIC participants.  

I commend USDA for updating the food package to reflect the Dietary Guidelines and current nutritional science. I appreciate USDA’s transparent and inclusive process. I continue to support USDA’s work to build in protections safeguarding the nutritional value of the new food packages for all participants.

To ensure that WIC participants can get the full value from the healthy new WIC food packages I offer the following recommendations: 

Fruits and Vegetables:

· Increase the children’s fruit and vegetable benefit by $2.00 to fully meet the recommendations of the Institute of Medicine.

· Require all State WIC agencies to allow participants the option to add cash to their fruit and vegetable vouchers purchases when checking out at the grocery store so they can fully maximize their WIC benefits. (Without this option, commonly known as “split tender,” participants often must limit fruit and vegetable purchases to less than the full value of their vouchers.) 

· Require all State WIC agencies to allow eligible Farmer’s Markets/farmers as WIC vendors for the fruit and vegetable vouchers.  

Dairy and Soy Foods:

· Include yogurt as a dairy option as recommended by the Institute of Medicine.
· Remove the requirement for children to have a prescription for soy milk and tofu.

Thank you for this opportunity to share my comments on finalizing the new WIC food package rule. 

Sincerely,
