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• The United States Department of Agriculture, which has 
prioritized expanding summer food and has had success in a 
number of target states, must continue and ratchet up its 
efforts. 

 
• State agencies must make program expansion a top priority 

and aggressively recruit new sponsors and sites.  
 
• Schools, local governments, and private non-profit 

organizations, understanding that the Summer Nutrition 
programs are critical for their children’s health and well-
being, must take on the responsibility of operating the 
Summer Nutrition programs for the children in their 
community. 

 
• Parents must weigh in with public officials on the need for 

the Summer Nutrition programs and get involved as well in 
their school district’s implementation of its wellness policy. 
(See FRAC’s Web Pages and Publications for additional 
information on School Wellness Policies.) 

 
• Children, of course, need to come to the sites, eat the 

nutritious meals they offer, play, learn, be safe, and have 
fun.  

 
Given the enormous benefits of these programs and the grave risks 
to children in need whom the programs do not reach, it is 
disheartening that the programs continue to reach so few. It is 
critical that we redouble our efforts at every level; otherwise we will 
continue to leave many children behind. 
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Technical Notes 

 
National School Lunch Program data. USDA provided FRAC 
Excel spreadsheets containing the official monthly average daily 
lunch attendance (including free, reduced price, and paid lunch 
attendance combined) in the National School Lunch Program by 
state from September 1999 through May 2005 and for July of each 
year (2000 through 2005). USDA provided separate spreadsheets 
for numbers of free and reduced price lunches served, by state.  
 
We followed USDA methodology in order to calculate the school-
year NSLP average daily lunch attendance for each state.  First, we 
averaged over the school year (from September through May) each 
state’s reported average daily lunch attendance per month.  Then, 
we calculated the number of days in each state’s school year by 
dividing the total number of free, reduced price and paid lunches 
served in the state during the school year by this average reported 
daily lunch attendance.  Next, we divided the total number of free 
lunches served by the total estimated number of days in the school 
year to produce each state’s average daily free lunch attendance for 
the year as a whole, and repeated the process for reduced price 
lunches. 
 
We used the July average daily attendance figures for the NSLP as 
provided by USDA for the summertime NSLP participation data in 
the report. 
 

Note that USDA calculates average daily participation in the NSLP 
by dividing the average daily lunch attendance by a factor of 0.927. 
This is to account for children who were absent from school on a 

particular day. FRAC’s School Breakfast Scorecard reports the NSLP 

average daily participation numbers – that is, including the 0.927 
factor. To make the NSLP numbers consistent with the summer 
food numbers, for which there is no analogous absenteeism factor, 

the 2006 Hunger Doesn’t Take a Vacation report did not include the 
absenteeism factor. As a result, the NSLP numbers in this report do 

not match the NSLP numbers in the 2005 School Breakfast Scorecard. 
 
Summer Food Service Program. USDA provided FRAC with the 
number of SFSP lunches served in each state. FRAC calculated each 
state’s July average daily lunch attendance in the SFSP by dividing the 
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total number of SFSP lunches served by the total number of weekdays 
(excluding the Independence Day holiday) in July. The average daily 
lunch attendance numbers reported in this report are slightly 
different from the average daily participation numbers reported by 
USDA and in past FRAC summer food reports prior to 2005. FRAC 
is using the revised measure to allow consistent comparisons from 
state to state and year to year. The new measure is also more in line 
with the average daily lunch attendance numbers in the school-year 
NSLP, as described above. The numbers of lunches served by state are 
from USDA. 
 
Note that USDA does not report the number of sponsors or 
sites for June or August—it only reports these data for July of 
each year. USDA obtains the July numbers from the states 
and reports them as they receive them. 
 
For this report, FRAC gave states the opportunity to update 
the data on sponsors, sites, and total number of lunches for 
June, July, and August that we obtained from USDA. 
Where changes were made to USDA data by a state agency, 
that is noted on the table with an asterisk. Table 4, which is 
the total number of lunches for June, July, and August, 
however, does not note any changes made by state agencies 
that were 1 percent or less. This is due to frequent but 
extremely small differences between the state and USDA’s 
data for total number of lunches.  
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Web Resources for Expanding Summer 
Nutrition Programs 
 
FRAC Web Pages and Publications 
 
Income Guidelines and Reimbursement Rates for the 
Federal Child Nutrition Programs: 
http://www.frac.org/pdf/rates.PDF 

 
FRAC’s website on the Summer Food Service Program: 
http://www.frac.org/html/federal_food_programs/programs/sfsp.html 

 
FRAC’s fact sheet on the Summer Food Service Program: 
http://www.frac.org/pdf/cnsfsp.PDF 

 
Tips for boosting participation in SFSP for anti-hunger 
advocates: 
http://www.frac.org/html/federal_food_programs/programs/summerexpansion.pd

f 

 
Information on What a State Legislator Can Do to 
Increase Participation in the Summer Food Program: 
http://www.frac.org/html/federal_food_programs/programs/statelegcando.html 

 
What School Administrators Need to Know about 
Summertime School Meals (a brochure written in 
conjunction with the American Association of School 
Administrators): 
http://www.frac.org/html/federal_food_programs/programs/SFSPSchoolAdmin.p

df 

 
Summer Food Geo-Mapping: 
http://www.frac.org/html/federal_food_programs/programs/sfspGeoMappingIntr

o.htm 

 

School Wellness Policy and Practice:  Meeting the Needs of 
Low-Income Students  
http://www.frac.org/pdf/wellness_guide2006.pdf 

 

Parent Outreach Brochure on School Wellness Policies 
http://www.frac.org/pdf/parent_outreach.pdf 

 
Resources for the Simplified Summer Food Program 
(“Lugar Pilots”) 
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FRAC’s web page on the Simplified Summer Food 
Program: 
http://www.frac.org/html/news/sfsp_pilots.html 

 
Brochure on the Simplified Summer Food Program: 
http://www.frac.org/html/building_blocks/Lugar_Pilots.pdf 

 
Outreach materials for anti-hunger organizations and state 
agencies: 
http://www.frac.org/Out_Of_School_Time/Summer/Simplified_SFSP_Outreach.

html 

 
USDA memoranda and Questions and Answers on the 
Simplified Summer Food Program: 
http://www.summerfood.usda.gov/states/Simplified_Summer.html 

 
Resources on the Seamless Summer Food Option 
 
FRAC’s web page on the Seamless Summer Food Option: 
http://www.frac.org/html/federal_food_programs/programs/seamlesswaiver.html 

 
USDA’s web page on the Seamless Summer Food Option: 
http://www.summerfood.usda.gov/states/waiver.html 

 
Other USDA Web Resources 
 
USDA’s SFSP Website: 
http://www.summerfood.usda.gov/ 

 
Information on planning nutritious and balanced meals for 
service under the SFSP: 
http://www.summerfood.usda.gov/Administration/meal_patterns.html 

 
SFSP Model Programs booklet: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Summer/States/model_programs.html 

 
Contact information for the State agencies administering 
the SFSP: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Contacts/StateDirectory.htm 

 
2006 Summer Food Service Week Proclamation: 
 http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/summer/states/index.html#proclamation 


